17 Hippies

14 years fly by in next to no time … depending on how you look at it it’s the time you need to walk round the globe three times, spend 10.000 € on your daily Café Latte or …come, have a look for yourself!

We have been around for 14 years now. A name without a programme. More an attempt to find out if what we do could be a hit…. or doomed to failure. After the first few glittering years we have slowly lost the image of an oddly assorted funny band.

The history of our band and its members is almost a chronicle of Berlin music life since the Eighties. We started off with acoustic unplugged concerts in changing line-ups including up to twenty musicians. Today there are thirteen of us on stage: double bass, banjo, ukulele and guitar give a rhythmic base, the melodious pattern is supplied by violins, cello, accordion, clarinet, trumpet and trombone.

Our idea from the word go was to mix traditional music from Eastern Europe, France and America with our own Berlin background. Against the backdrop of anglo-american pop music we started looking for our own traditions. As time went by, more and more original compositions and various songs with texts in German, English and French were written.

Apart from playing live concerts and producing CDs, we have written film music, cooperated with other musicians and got involved in sideline projects. The HARDCORE TROBADOURS are a joint project with the band Hurlements d’Léo from Bordeaux, and the „17 Hippies play…“-edition features musicians who we think are great: the latest brand new thing is the CD “17 Hipiies play guitar” with Tom Waits-guitarist Marc Ribot and Element of Crime-guitarist Jakob Ilja playing electronic guitars.

Our tenth anniversary two years ago was celebrated by presenting our first DVD! This documentation shows incredible anecdotes and all the differing characters… The concert was filmed live on stage at the Kesselhaus of the Kulturbrauerei – a place we feel very much attached to. Jan and Randa did a perfect job in filming and compiling the DVD, and we are proud and grateful to have such a fantastic summary of the band history in our hands!

In April and May we start rehearsing for a theatre production, with Andreas Dresen back in the directors seat, at the Deutsches Theater in Berlin. The play “Kasimir & Karoline” by Ödön von Horváth will be premiered on 27th May 2006. It will run all year … well apart from those gigs around Europe in summer …

2007. Our CD HEIMLICH is released on February 23rd, followed by a tour in Spain, France and Switzerland. In April we tour in Germany, with festivals following in Spain, the Netherlands and Belgium. And in September … ten years after our first trip to America … we play in the States and Canada. All in all we play more than 120 concerts in 2007.

